
   Y9 to Y11 Semi -Formal Curriculum: Annual Plan (Cycle 1)   

 

 

 My Communication My Problem 
Solving 

My World My Imagination Using 
Technology 

My Health Myself & 
Others 

My Independence/ 
Career 

 Transitions: Myself & Others focus for the first 2 weeks of Autumn Term. 
 

1 Topic: Paws, Claws and Whiskers 
 

Key Texts: 
*We’re going on a lion hunt 
*Find me a tiger 

Communication: 
To take part confidently 
and appropriately in 
reciprocal interactions 
during a range of 
everyday situations.  
 
 
Reading: 
To recognise and derive 
meaning from a range of 
print, signs and symbols, 
processing these with 
increasing 
independence in the 
school setting and in 
everyday situations.  
 
Writing:  
To use letters, words or 
symbols to convey 
meaning for a range of 
functional purposes.  
 
 
Recounts, fables, 
booklets and lists, 
instructions, poems 

To understand 
counting, simple 
addition and 
subtraction within 
a real-life context 
and the associated 
language at a 
concrete and 
pictorial level. 
Pupils begin to 
read, write and 
understand 
abstract 
calculations for 
everyday 
purposes, across 
all 4 operations up 
to 20. Begin to 
look at Calculation 
Policy- Stages 1-2.   
 
- To 
understand maths 
in everyday life, 
including data, 
time and money, 
and begin to solve 
problems in 

Geography:  
Using and making 
maps, describing 
physical features 
 
Science: 
Animals including 
humans, working 
scientifically 
 
History:  
Changes over time. 

Art:  
Art and design 
techniques that focus 
on colour, pattern, 
texture and line 
 
Music:  
Listen to, copy and 
remember beats and 
rhythms e.g. Animal 
songs 
 
Build confidence in 
performance skills 
e.g. Animal 
movements 

Retrieving 
images, 
photography, 
using 
presentation 
software 
 
Online safety 

Physical:  
Series of 
movements, skills 
and actions e.g. 
Animal 
movements yoga 
poses 
 
Food:  
Recognise the 
importance of 
preparing and 
cooking food 
safely and 
hygienically. 
 
Name and use a 
range of basic 
tools safely to 
prepare healthy 
dishes and drinks. 
 
 
Mental Health: 
Develop toolbox 
of resources to 
support own 
mental health 

RSHE:  
Recognise a 
range of 
relationships 
and 
consideration 
and respect 
towards others. 
 
 

Independence: 
Demonstrates 
increasing levels of 
self-confidence, self-
organisation and self-
motivation with 
occasional support.  
 
Personal Needs: 
Shows increasing 
independence with 
more complex 
personal care routines 
and simple domestic 
routines.  
 
Personal Safety: 
Identifies danger in the 
wider school 
environment with 
increasing 
independence and 
identifies possible 
dangers in the 
community with some 
support.  
 
 



 
 
 

practical situations 
including personal 
experiences and 
life skills lessons. 
 
Developing a 
secure and 
concrete 
understanding of 
common shapes, 
measures, 
direction and time 
in everyday 
experiences and 
life skills lessons. 
Relating concepts 
and language to 
everyday life and 
experiences. 

Careers:  
With support, 
investigate and 
consider opportunities 
in learning and future 
work options.  
 

2 Topic: Weather around the world Key Texts: 
*Lila and the secret of rain 
*Cloudy with a chance of meatballs 

Communication: 
To take part confidently 
and appropriately in 
reciprocal interactions 
during a range of 
everyday situations.  
 
Reading: 
To recognise and derive 
meaning from a range of 
print, signs and symbols, 
processing these with 
increasing 
independence in the 
school setting and in 
everyday situations.  
 
Writing: 
To use letters, words or 
symbols to convey 

Data handling  
 
Number 

Geography:  
Seasonal and daily 
weather patterns 
 
Science:  
Water cycles 
Weather in different 
countries 
 
History:  
Significant individuals- 
Sir Francis Beaufort 

Music:  
Recognise small 
range of instruments 
and compare sounds 
e.g. Weather sounds 
with instruments and 
songs 
 
DT:  
Design and makes 
items with simple 
moving parts 
 
Drama:  
Prepare and rehears 
performance e.g. 
weather role play 

Using IT for a 
range of 
purposes 

Physical:  
Team games and 
co-operation 
 
Food:  
Develop a range 
of skills e.g. 
peeling, slicing. 
 
Mental Health: 
recognise danger 
and staying safe 

RE: 
Understanding 
and respect for 
people with a 
range of faiths 
and beliefs 

Independence: 
Demonstrates 
increasing levels of 
self-confidence, self-
organisation and self-
motivation with 
occasional support.  
 
Personal Needs: 
Shows increasing 
independence with 
more complex 
personal care routines 
and simple domestic 
routines.  
 
Personal Safety: 
Identifies danger in the 
wider school 
environment with 



meaning for a range of 
functional purposes.  
 
Weather reports 
Explorers 
Postcards 
Non-chronological 
reports 
 
 

increasing 
independence and 
identifies possible 
dangers in the 
community with some 
support.  
 
Careers: 
With support, 
investigate and 
consider opportunities 
in learning and future 
work options 

3 Topic: Interesting careers and what 
happens next 

Key Texts:  
*What do grown-ups do all day 
*The jolly postman 
*Heroes who help us from around the world by Liz Gorgley  
*When I grow up by Tim Minchin 
*The detective Dog by Julia  Donaldson 

Communication: 
To take part confidently 
and appropriately in 
reciprocal interactions 
during a range of 
everyday situations.  
 
Reading: 
To recognise and derive 
meaning from a range of 
print, signs and symbols, 
processing these with 
increasing 
independence in the 
school setting and in 
everyday situations.  
 
Writing: 
To use letters, words or 
symbols to convey 
meaning for a range of 
functional purposes.  

Budgeting 
 
Number 

Geography:  
Local features and 
simple maps 
 
Science:  
Scientific enquiry skills 
to ask and answer 
scientific questions. 
 
History:  
Explore personal life 
changes and changes 
in areas of interest. 

DT:  
Develop skills to plan, 
carry out and 
evaluate simple 
designs. 
 
Drama:  
Change tone and 
volume in roleplay, 
e.g. job interviews, 
careers etc. 
 
Art:  
Begin to know the 
work of some artists, 
craft makers and 
designers. 

Online safety 
and online 
identity. 
 
Research, job 
seeking,  

Physical:  
Keeping fit and 
the effect of 
activity on body 
 
Food: 
Balanced diet and 
health food 
choices  
 
Mental Health: 
How and when to 
seek help  
 

Citizenship: 
communicate 
choices and 
participate in 
the community 
e.g. What I’m 
good at and 
how to set goals 
 
 

Independence: 
Demonstrates 
increasing levels of 
self-confidence, self-
organisation and self-
motivation with 
occasional support.  
 
Personal Needs: 
Shows increasing 
independence with 
more complex 
personal care routines 
and simple domestic 
routines.  
 
Personal Safety: 
Identifies danger in the 
wider school 
environment with 
increasing 
independence and 
identifies possible 



 
 
 
Job descriptions, 
Writing a CV, 

dangers in the 
community with some 
support.  
 
Careers: 
With support, 
investigate and 
consider opportunities 
in learning and future 
work options 

4 Topic: Rio de Vida Key Texts:  
*Rio the movie storybook 
*Katy can’t wait for the carnival 
*Malaika’s costume 
*Carnival by Alice Flannigan 
*Jump up time 
*Charlie’s magical carnival by Marit Tornqvist 

 Communication: 
To take part confidently 
and appropriately in 
reciprocal interactions 
during a range of 
everyday situations.  
 
Reading: 
To recognise and derive 
meaning from a range of 
print, signs and symbols, 
processing these with 
increasing 
independence in the 
school setting and in 
everyday situations.  
 
Writing: 
To use letters, words or 
symbols to convey 
meaning for a range of 
functional purposes.  
 
 

Number 
Measurement 

Geography:  
French and Brazilian 
carnival, looking at 
human features of a 
city. 
 
Science:  
Experiments with 
colour 
 
History:  
Changes over time and 
the use of artefacts.  

Combine skills from 
DT, Art, Music and 
Drama to make 
Carnival masks and 
design costumes for, 
carnival music and 
dance. 

Use a range of 
media to 
exploring and 
create images 
related to 
carnival 

Physical:  
Develop and 
communicate 
about their 
performance and 
that of others e.g. 
carnival dance 
 
Food:  
Develop a range 
of skills e.g. 
mixing, scooping  
 
Mental Health: 
Develop toolbox 
of resources to 
support own 
mental health, 
including sleep 
patterns. 

RE:  
Sense of own 
identity and 
control over 
choices 

Independence: 
Demonstrates 
increasing levels of 
self-confidence, self-
organisation and self-
motivation with 
occasional support.  
 
Personal Needs: 
Shows increasing 
independence with 
more complex 
personal care routines 
and simple domestic 
routines.  
 
Personal Safety: 
Identifies danger in the 
wider school 
environment with 
increasing 
independence and 
identifies possible 
dangers in the 



Literature from other 
cultures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

community with some 
support.  
 
Careers: 
With support, 
investigate and 
consider opportunities 
in learning and future 
work options 

5 Topic: Our solar system / sun, moon, 
earth 

Key Texts:  
*Hidden figures 
*Curiosity: the story of a mars rover 
*Homework on Pluto 

Communication: 
To take part confidently 
and appropriately in 
reciprocal interactions 
during a range of 
everyday situations.  
 
Reading: 
To recognise and derive 
meaning from a range of 
print, signs and symbols, 
processing these with 
increasing 
independence in the 
school setting and in 
everyday situations.  
 
Writing: 
To use letters, words or 
symbols to convey 
meaning for a range of 
functional purposes.  
 
 
 
 
Diary in space 
Newspaper articles 

Number Science:  
Earth, rocks and the 
environment. 
 
Geography:  
Locational knowledge 
and planets 
 
Environmental 
awareness – looking 
after our planet Earth 
 
History:  
Significant events in 
the past. 
 
 

Art:  
Use art craft and 
design to share ideas, 
experiences and 
imagination.  
 
Music:  
Listen to a range of 
music, linking sounds 
to feelings. 
 
 

Simple coding, 
algorithms and 
programs to 
solve a 
problem. 

Physical:  
Co-operation and 
team games 
 
Food:  
Develop a range 
of skills e.g. 
grating, 
spreading. Find 
out where food 
comes from.  
 
Explore reasons 
why some people 
eat or avoid 
certain foods. Eg. 
due to allergy, 
intolerance, 
religion. 
 
Mental Health: 
Develop toolbox 
of resources to 
support own 
mental health 

RSHE:  
Skills to have 
positive 
relationships 
and seeking 
help with 
negative 
relationships 
 

Independence: 
Demonstrates 
increasing levels of 
self-confidence, self-
organisation and self-
motivation with 
occasional support.  
 
Personal Needs: 
Shows increasing 
independence with 
more complex 
personal care routines 
and simple domestic 
routines.  
 
Personal Safety: 
Identifies danger in the 
wider school 
environment with 
increasing 
independence and 
identifies possible 
dangers in the 
community with some 
support.  
 
Careers: 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With support, 
investigate and 
consider opportunities 
in learning and future 
work options 

 Transitions: Myself & Others focus for the last 3 weeks of Summer Term. 
 

 

 

 


