
Formal Curriculum 1 (Year 6-8): Annual Plan (Cycle 1) 

 

 English & 
Communication 

Maths & Problem Solving Our World Creative 
Thinking 

Computing & 
Online Safety 

Healthy 
Lifestyles 

Identity & 
Wellbeing 

My 
Independence 

 Transitions: Identity & Wellbeing and P4C focus for the first 2 weeks of Autumn Term. 
 

1 Topic: Moon Zoom!- DT Key Texts:  
*Man on the moon - Simon Bartram 
*Aliens in underpants save the world - Claire Freedman 

Posters,  
character 
descriptions, 
non-chronological 
reports,  
adverts,  
science fiction. 
 
P4C Key Questions: 
Are we alone?  
 
Communication: 
Broaden knowledge of 
reciprocal interactions 
in a range of settings 
with a wider audience. 
Begin to adapt 
communication 
approaches to meet the 
needs of the audience. 
 
Reading: 
To broaden knowledge 
of the process of 
reading and the retrieval 
of more specific 
information in a wide 
range of texts, with 
growing independence.  

Operations: 
Following an introduction 
through concrete experiences 
and practice using diagrams 
and pictures, calculations in all 
4 operations become 
formalised and abstract to 100. 
Embedded through problem 
solving. Calculation Policy- 
Stages 2-3.  
 
Functional Maths: 
Using maths in everyday life to 
solve problems, collect data 
and carry out enquiries/ 
investigations. Understanding 
coinage and 
adding/subtracting money. 
Using division and 
multiplication to find fractions.  
 
Shape, space and measure: 
Broaden understanding of 
shape in 2d and 3d contexts. 
Develop spatial-awareness 
associated with recording and 
identifying shape and space. 
Securing understanding of 
measures in a formal way and 
use every day apparatus to 

Science:  
Properties of 
everyday materials, 
working 
scientifically 
 
Geography: 
Become familiar 
with globe e.g. 
Satellite Images, 
use atlas to name 
and locate key 
features 
 
History:  
Significant people, 
astronauts; 
increase 
understanding of 
change that has 
happened across 
the world 
 

DT:  
Plan, design 
and evaluate 
moving 
models of the 
Solar System 
 
Music:  
Listen, copy 
and improvise 
sounds and 
rhythms in 
small groups. 
 

Online safety; 
getting to 
know you 
(NOS) 
 
Sort, collate, 
edit and store 
simple digital 
content e.g. 
Navigating 
the network 
 
Use and edit a 
range of 
media e.g. 
drawing 
software, 
photos, text. 
 
 
  

PE:  
Fitness for 
space; 
Measuring and 
improving 
fitness, 
awareness of 
safety. 
 
Food Tech: 
Understand the 
need for a 
healthy 
balanced diet 
and basic food 
hygiene and 
storage e.g. 
Food fit for an 
astronaut?  
 
Mental Health: 
Recognise the 
link between 
sleep and 
tiredness 

Citizenship: 
Setting goals 
and playing a 
part in the 
community 
 
RSHE:  
Identify positive 
and negative 
relationships 
and how to say 
‘no’. 
 
Identify and 
regulate 
emotions with 
increasing 
independence.  
 
 

 
Independence: 
Broadens 
understanding 
of self-
confidence, 
self-motivation 
and self-
organisation.  
 
Personal Needs:  
Broadens 
knowledge of 
more complex 
personal 
hygiene and 
domestic 
routines.  
 
Personal Safety:  
Broadens 
knowledge of 
keeping safe in 
the wider 
environment 
with increasing 
independence.  



 
Writing: To broaden 
knowledge of more 
complex spelling and 
grammar rules and 
include this when using 
different writing styles, 
for a range of audiences, 
with increasing 
independence.  

measure. Develop knowledge 
of associated language. 
 
 

2 Topic: Changing Childhood- History Key Texts:  
*Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge – Mem Fox 
*Whiffy Wilson: The Wolf who wouldn't go to school – Caryl Hart  

Autobiographies;  
Non-chronological 
reports;  
Riddles,  
Lists,  
poems;  
Diaries; Letters 
 
Communication: 
Broaden knowledge of 
reciprocal interactions 
in a range of settings 
with a wider audience. 
Begin to adapt 
communication 
approaches to meet the 
needs of the audience. 
 
Reading: 
To broaden knowledge 
of the process of 
reading and the retrieval 
of more specific 
information in a wide 
range of texts, with 
growing independence.  
 
Writing:  

Operations: 
Following an introduction 
through concrete experiences 
and practice using diagrams 
and pictures, calculations in all 
4 operations become 
formalised and abstract to 100. 
Embedded through problem 
solving. Calculation Policy- 
Stages 2-3.  
 
Functional Maths: 
Using maths in everyday life to 
solve problems, collect data 
and carry out enquiries/ 
investigations. Understanding 
coinage and 
adding/subtracting money. 
Using division and 
multiplication to find fractions.  
 
Shape, space and measure: 
Broaden understanding of 
shape in 2d and 3d contexts. 
Develop spatial-awareness 
associated with recording and 
identifying shape and space. 
Securing understanding of 
measures in a formal way and 

Science:  
The human body 
 
Geography: 
Settlements; 
Changes over time; 
Fieldwork; Human 
and physical 
features; Maps; 
Local environment; 
 
History:  
Historical 
vocabulary; 
Historical artefacts; 
Timelines; present 
day schools; Our 
school; Victorian 
era; Victorian 
schools; Significant 
people – Samuel 
Wilderspin 

Art:  
Use a range of 
techniques 
and materials 
to make a 
creative end 
product, 
making 
informed 
choices. 
 
Drama: 
Create, 
rehearse and 
evaluate a 
performance 
e.g. Planning 
an assembly  

Use a range 
applications 
for 
appropriate 
purposes e.g. 
email, photo 
stories, 
Presentation 
 

PE:  
Participate in 
playground 
games, 
beginning to 
create their 
own games.  
 
Food Tech:  
Find out where 
food comes 
from e.g. Food 
over time, 
Victorian meals 
& Modern 
snacks. 
 
Use a range of 
food 
preparation 
skills e.g. 
mixing, 
scooping, 
spreading. 
 

RSHE: 
Recognise a 
range of 
different 
relationships in 
their lives and 
the changes we 
go through 
 
Citizenship: 
Awareness or 
right and 
wrong; 
understand the 
jobs that people 
have and begin 
to be aware of 
the different 
skills needed. 
 
How they can 
make positive 
contributions. 
 

Independence: 
Broadens 
understanding 
of self-
confidence, 
self-motivation 
and self-
organisation.  
 
Personal Needs:  
Broadens 
knowledge of 
more complex 
personal 
hygiene and 
domestic 
routines.  
 
Personal Safety:  
Broadens 
knowledge of 
keeping safe in 
the community 
and local area 
with increasing 
independence. 



To broaden knowledge 
of more complex 
spelling and grammar 
rules and include this 
when using different 
writing styles, for a 
range of audiences, with 
increasing 
independence.  

use every day apparatus to 
measure. Develop knowledge 
of associated language. 
 
 

Mental Health: 
Access a 
toolbox to 
support own 
mental health. 
Begin to 
understand 
positive and 
negative factors 
that can impact 
their mental 
health.  

3 Topic: Wriggle & Crawl- Science Key Texts:  
*James & the Giant Peach - Roald Dahl 
*The bad tempered ladybird – Eric Carle 
*Superworm – Julia Donaldson 
*Spinderella - Julia Donaldson 
*Project Bugs – Camilla de la Bedoyere 
*Mad About Minibeasts – Giles Anderson 
*The Big Book of Bugs – Yuval Zommer 
*Aaaaaargh Spider – Lydia Monk 
* Diary of a fly – Doreen Cronin & Harry Bliss 
*The Bee Book – Charlotte Milner 
*A Butterfly is Patient – Dianna Hutts Aston;  
*Spyder – Matt Carr 
*Harry the Poisonous Centipede – Lynne Reid Banks 
*Bonkers about Beetles – Owen Davey (NF) 
 

Lists  
leaflets;  
Instructions;  
Reviews and 
Information texts; 
Poetry;  
Writing for different 
purposes 
 
Communication: 
Broaden knowledge of 

Operations: 
Following an introduction 
through concrete experiences 
and practice using diagrams 
and pictures, calculations in all 
4 operations become 
formalised and abstract to 100. 
Embedded through problem 
solving. Calculation Policy- 
Stages 2-3.  
 

Science:  
Habitats; Animals, 
including humans; 
Working 
scientifically 
 
Geography: 
Key features of 
physical and 
human geography; 

Art:  
Use drawing, 
painting and 
sculpture to 
record ideas, 
experiences 
and 
imagination, 
e.g. 
Observational 

Computing: 
Use simple 
code, 
algorithms &  
programs to 
solve 
problems 
with logical 
reasoning  
 

PE:  
Link a range of 
skills and 
techniques and 
apply them to 
different 
activities e.g. 
dance 
 

RSHE:  
Begin to master 
explicitly taught 
social skills in a 
range of 
settings. 
 
RE:  
Develop 
awareness of 

Independence: 
Broadens 
understanding 
of self-
confidence, 
self-motivation 
and self-
organisation.  
 



reciprocal interactions 
in a range of settings 
with a wider audience. 
Begin to adapt 
communication 
approaches to meet the 
needs of the audience. 
 
Reading: 
To broaden knowledge 
of the process of 
reading and the retrieval 
of more specific 
information in a wide 
range of texts, with 
growing independence.  
 
Writing:  
To broaden knowledge 
of more complex 
spelling and grammar 
rules and include this 
when using different 
writing styles, for a 
range of audiences, with 
increasing 
independence.  

Functional Maths: 
Using maths in everyday life to 
solve problems, collect data 
and carry out enquiries/ 
investigations. Understanding 
coinage and 
adding/subtracting money. 
Using division and 
multiplication to find fractions.  
 
Shape, space and measure: 
Broaden understanding of 
shape in 2d and 3d contexts. 
Develop spatial-awareness 
associated with recording and 
identifying shape and space. 
Securing understanding of 
measures in a formal way and 
use every day apparatus to 
measure. Develop knowledge 
of associated language. 
 
 

spatial awareness 
and use of 
directions or 
compass points e.g.  
Minibeast hunt 
 
History:  
Project on personal 
heritage. 

drawing; 
Model making 
 
Music:  
Play tuned and 
un-tuned 
instruments 

 
 

Food Tech: 
Explore reasons 
why some 
people eat or 
avoid certain 
foods e.g. 
vegetable based 
diets. Use a 
range of skills. 
Including 
peeling, slicing, 
grating.  
 
Mental Health: 
Recognise 
danger and 
how/when to 
seek help. 

their own 
needs, views 
and feelings 
and a sensitivity 
towards those 
of others; 
respect towards 
their own 
culture and 
beliefs and 
those of others.  

Personal Needs:  
Broadens 
knowledge of 
more complex 
personal 
hygiene and 
domestic 
routines.  
 
Personal Safety:  
Broadens 
knowledge of 
keeping safe in 
the community 
and local area 
with increasing 
independence. 

4 Topic: Prehistoric Planet- Geography Key Texts:  
*Galaxy Zack – The Prehistoric Planet 
*Boy – James Mayhew 
*Sea Monsters, a prehistoric adventure – Mose Richards 
*Prehistoric Mammels – Level 3 National Geographic kids 
*My book of Dinosaurs and prehistoric life – DK and Dean R Lomax 
*Prehistoric Pets – Dean Lomax and Mike Love 
*Megalodon, prehistoric beasts uncovered – Dougal Dixon 
*Dinosaur Atlas – Lonely planet 
 

 Fact files;  
Poetry and riddles;  

Operations: 
Following an introduction 
through concrete experiences 
and practice using diagrams 

Science: Plants & 
Animals 
 

DT:  
Broaden 
understanding 

Online safety, 
understandin
g online 

PE:  
Understand the 
need for 

RE:  
Explore and 
develop 

Independence: 
Broadens 
understanding 



Nonchronological 
reports;  
Narrative;  
Writing for different 
purposes 
 
Communication:  
Broaden knowledge of 
reciprocal interactions 
in a range of settings 
with a wider audience. 
Begin to adapt 
communication 
approaches to meet the 
needs of the audience. 
 
Reading: 
To broaden knowledge 
of the process of 
reading and the retrieval 
of more specific 
information in a wide 
range of texts, with 
growing independence.  
 
Writing:  
To broaden knowledge 
of more complex 
spelling and grammar 
rules and include this 
when using different 
writing styles, for a 
range of audiences, with 
increasing 
independence.  
 

and pictures, calculations in all 
4 operations become 
formalised and abstract to 100. 
Embedded through problem 
solving. Calculation Policy- 
Stages 2-3.  
 
Functional Maths: 
Using maths in everyday life to 
solve problems, collect data 
and carry out enquiries/ 
investigations. Understanding 
coinage and 
adding/subtracting money. 
Using division and 
multiplication to find fractions.  
 
Shape, space and measure: 
Broaden understanding of 
shape in 2d and 3d contexts. 
Develop spatial-awareness 
associated with recording and 
identifying shape and space. 
Securing understanding of 
measures in a formal way and 
use every day apparatus to 
measure. Develop knowledge 
of associated language. 

Geography:  
Locating continents 
and oceans 
 
History: 
Sequencing objects 
people and events 
beyond own 
experience; 
Significant 
individuals – Mary 
Anning 

of how things 
work and how 
they can be 
improved e.g. 
Large and 
small scale 
modelling 
 
Music: 
Recognise and 
increasing 
range of 
musical genres 
or traditions 
and use 
musical 
terminology to 
describe 
 
 
 

identity and 
that of 
others.  
 
Explore a 
range of 
websites for 
different 
purposes e.g. 
Virtual Tours 
information, 
fiction. 
 
Stop motion 
animation 
(Dinosaurs) 
 

cooperation 
and team 
games, 
including others 
and using 
simple tactics. 
 
Food Tech: 
Understand 
ways to select, 
prepare and 
store food for a 
healthy diet. 
 
Mental Health: 
Build on own 
toolbox of 
resources to 
support mental 
health. 

understanding 
of a range of 
religions and 
beliefs through 
concrete 
experiences e.g. 
faith, culture, 
family, customs 
and traditions 
around the 
world 
 

of self-
confidence, 
self-motivation 
and self-
organisation.  
 
Personal Needs:  
Broadens 
knowledge of 
more complex 
personal 
hygiene and 
domestic 
routines.  
 
Personal Safety:  
Broadens 
knowledge of 
keeping safe in 
the community 
and local area 
with increasing 
independence. 

5 Topic: Splendid Skies- Science Key Texts:   
*Lila and the Secret of Rain – David Conway 
*Chicken Licken – Vera Southgate 



Recounts;  
Poetry;  
Lists and instructions;  
Postcards;  
Non-chronological 
reports. 
 
Communication:  
Broaden knowledge of 
reciprocal interactions 
in a range of settings 
with a wider audience. 
Begin to adapt 
communication 
approaches to meet the 
needs of the audience. 
 
Reading: 
To broaden knowledge 
of the process of 
reading and the retrieval 
of more specific 
information in a wide 
range of texts, with 
growing independence.  
 
Writing:  
To broaden knowledge 
of more complex 
spelling and grammar 
rules and include this 
when using different 
writing styles, for a 
range of audiences, with 
increasing 
independence.  
 

Operations: 
Following an introduction 
through concrete experiences 
and practice using diagrams 
and pictures, calculations in all 
4 operations become 
formalised and abstract to 100. 
Embedded through problem 
solving. Calculation Policy- 
Stages 2-3.  
 
Functional Maths: 
Using maths in everyday life to 
solve problems, collect data 
and carry out enquiries/ 
investigations. Understanding 
coinage and 
adding/subtracting money. 
Using division and 
multiplication to find fractions.  
 
Shape, space and measure: 
Broaden understanding of 
shape in 2d and 3d contexts. 
Develop spatial-awareness 
associated with recording and 
identifying shape and space. 
Securing understanding of 
measures in a formal way and 
use every day apparatus to 
measure. Develop knowledge 
of associated language. 

Science:  
Seasonal changes 
Science Challenge:  
Build a weather 
station 
 
 
Geography:  
Seasonal and daily 
weather patterns; 
location of hot and 
cold places in UK & 
world 
 
History:  
Increase 
understanding of 
the change that has 
happened across 
the world. 
Significant 
individuals – Sir 
Francis Beaufort, 
Michael Fish. 

Art: 
Increase 
knowledge of 
artists, craft 
makers and 
designers, 
making 
comparison.  
 
Music: 
Participate in 
group music 
making; 
recognise an 
increasing 
number of 
musical 
instruments by 
sound e.g. 
Weather 
sounds and 
songs  
 
 
 

Collect, 
create and 
present 
information 
through a 
range of 
applications.  

Describe how 
their bodies feel 
during different 
activities. Know 
a range of ways 
to be healthy 
and active e.g. 
Summer walks 
& summer 
sports 
 
Food tech: 
know where 
food comes 
from and ways 
to minimise 
waste e.g. 
Seasonal food, 
summer salads 
 
Mental Health: 
Recognise 
healthy and 
unhealthy 
habits. 

Festivals 
celebrations & 
food 
 

Independence: 
Broadens 
understanding 
of self-
confidence, 
self-motivation 
and self-
organisation.  
 
Personal Needs:  
Broadens 
knowledge of 
more complex 
personal 
hygiene and 
domestic 
routines.  
 
Personal Safety:  
Broadens 
knowledge of 
keeping safe in 
the community 
and local area 
with increasing 
independence. 

6 Topic: Muck, Mess & Mixtures- Art Key Texts:   
*Porridge Pot – Rosie Dickins 
*The Day the Crayons Quit – Drew Daywalt 
*The Pencil – Allan Ahlberg 



Labels,  
lists and captions;  
Recipes;  
Poetry;  
Narratives;  
Leaflets 
 
Communication:  
Broaden knowledge of 
reciprocal interactions 
in a range of settings 
with a wider audience. 
Begin to adapt 
communication 
approaches to meet the 
needs of the audience. 
 
Reading: 
To broaden knowledge 
of the process of 
reading and the retrieval 
of more specific 
information in a wide 
range of texts, with 
growing independence.  
 
Writing:  
To broaden knowledge 
of more complex 
spelling and grammar 
rules and include this 
when using different 
writing styles, for a 
range of audiences, with 
increasing 
independence.  
 

Operations: 
Following an introduction 
through concrete experiences 
and practice using diagrams 
and pictures, calculations in all 
4 operations become 
formalised and abstract to 100. 
Embedded through problem 
solving. Calculation Policy- 
Stages 2-3.  
 
Functional Maths: 
Using maths in everyday life to 
solve problems, collect data 
and carry out enquiries/ 
investigations. Understanding 
coinage and 
adding/subtracting money. 
Using division and 
multiplication to find fractions.  
 
Shape, space and measure: 
Broaden understanding of 
shape in 2d and 3d contexts. 
Develop spatial-awareness 
associated with recording and 
identifying shape and space. 
Securing understanding of 
measures in a formal way and 
use every day apparatus to 
measure. Develop knowledge 
of associated language. 

Science:  
States of matter; 
chemical  
reactions; 
Everyday materials; 
Working 
scientifically 
 
Geography:  
Begin to 
understand how 
the local area, 
wider world and 
environment are 
shaped by people 
and our impact 
 
History:  
Identify similarities 
and differences 
between the past 
and present, using 
artefacts and 
sources. 

Art:  
Develop art 
and design 
techniques 
with focus on 
colour, 
pattern, 
texture, line, 
shape, form 
and space 
 
Drama: 
Engage in 
short roleplay 
and begin to 
respond in 
character.   
 

Creating and 
debugging 
programs to 
solve a 
problem. 
 
 

PE:  
Recognising 
how their work 
is different from 
or similar to 
that of others 
and use this to 
improve their 
performance in 
dance or 
gymnastics 
Food tasting; 
Origins of food; 
Healthy meals; 
Following 
recipes; 
Designing an 
outdoor kitchen 
 
Mental Health: 
Recognise 
danger in the 
community and 
how to take 
steps to avoid 
this. 

RSHE:  
Personal safety 
and an 
awareness of 
danger e.g. 
Medicines and 
household 
products, pants 
rule and 
consent. 
RE:  
Use imagination 
and curiosity to 
develop a sense 
of appreciation 
and wonder at 
the world.  

Independence: 
Broadens 
understanding 
of self-
confidence, 
self-motivation 
and self-
organisation.  
 
Personal Needs:  
Broadens 
knowledge of 
more complex 
personal 
hygiene and 
domestic 
routines.  
 
Personal Safety:  
Broadens 
knowledge of 
keeping safe in 
the community 
and local area 
with increasing 
independence.. 

 Transitions: Identity & Wellbeing and P4C focus for the last 3 weeks of Summer Term. 
 

 



 

 


