
   Reception to Y2 Semi -Formal Curriculum: Annual Plan (Cycle 2)   

 

 

 My Communication My Problem Solving My World 
(Science/Geography/

History) 

My Imagination 
(Art) 

Myself & 
Others 
(PSHE) 

My Health 
(Cooking) 

Using 
Technology 

My 
Independence 

1 Topic: Food Glorious Food Key Texts: Ketchup on your cornflakes , The Hungry Caterpillar, Don’t put your finger in the Jelly Nelly,  Handa’s 
Surprise, Chocolate Mousse for Greedy Goose (Rhyming text), My First Word Book about Food – Felicity Brook  (Non 
Fiction book),  Feast for 10 – Cathryn Fallwell, Dim Sum for Everyone – Grace Lin, Yummy Ice cream – Emma Quay  
Eating the Alphabet, Pass the jam Jim, Lunchtime by Rebecca Cobb 

Reading:  
To engage with and 
explore sounds, 
familiar books and 
simple print symbols 
and images.  
Writing:  
To engage and 
explore early mark 
making and begin to 
communicate 
meaning and 
significance to them.  
Communication:  
To engage with 
familiar adults and 
explore the use of 
simple, functional 
communication 
approaches. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operations:  
To explore and engage 
in counting, early 
number skills, 1-1 
correspondence and 
early maths concepts 
and the associated 
language, through play 
and personal 
experiences. 
Shape, space and 
measure:  
Explore and engage in 
early object 
permanence, 
description and 
comparison; position 
and movement; sorting 
and classification. Begin 
to understand early 
concepts and associated 
language. 
Functional Maths: 
Explore and engage in 
maths in everyday life 
through play and 
personal experiences. 

Understanding the 
world: 
 
Plants + growing food.  
 
Food around the 
world.    
 
Harvest + food in 
celebrations.   
 
 

Art/Design: 
Using food as a 
medium (i.e. 
potato stamping, 
spaghetti 
painting) 
 
Music:  
Songs related to 
food.  
 
Musical concepts 
throughout 
(fast/slow, 
quiet/loud.) 
 
 
Drama: 
Cafe role play.  
Ice cream shop 
role play.  
Acting out 
Handa’s surprise 
using story sack.  

Likes and 
dislikes 
 
My Class 
 
Harvest + food 
in celebrations.   

Cooking: Food 
tasting – likes 
and dislikes. 
Trying new 
foods.  
 
 
PE:  
Parachute 
games (working 
as a class)  

Use of 
technology as 
part of food 
preparation -
blender, 
microwave, 
toaster.  
 
Use of till in 
shop role play.  

See personal 
ICPs and ILPs 
 
To engage with 
meeting basic 
needs with 
support and 
explore familiar 
environments 
with developing 
confidence. 



2 Topic: Winter Wonderland Key Texts: Little Penguins by Cynthia Rylant, 10 little Elves, The Mitten by Jan Brett, Tiger in the Snow by Nick 
Butterworth, Kipper’s Snowy Day by Mick Inkpen, 10 Shiny Snowflakes by Russell Julian, Animals in Winter H 
Bancroft 

Reading:  
To engage with and 
explore sounds, 
familiar books and 
simple print symbols 
and images.  
 
Writing:  
To engage and 
explore early mark 
making and begin to 
communicate 
meaning and 
significance to them.  
 
Communication:  
To engage with 
familiar adults and 
explore the use of 
simple, functional 
communication 
approaches. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operations:  
To explore and engage 
in counting, early 
number skills, 1-1 
correspondence and 
early maths concepts 
and the associated 
language, through play 
and personal 
experiences. 
 
Shape, space and 
measure:  
Explore and engage in 
early object 
permanence, 
description and 
comparison; position 
and movement; sorting 
and classification. Begin 
to understand early 
concepts and associated 
language. 
 
Functional Maths: 
Explore and engage in 
maths in everyday life 
through play and 
personal experiences. 

Understanding the 
world:  
 
Seasonal Changes 
 
Freezing and thawing 
exploration 
 
Seasonal celebrations 
(Bonfire night, 
Christmas)  
 

Art/Design: 
Sensory mark 
making – using 
different 
materials/textu
res 
 
 
Music:  
Winter/Christm
as songs. 
 
Musical 
concepts 
throughout 
(fast/slow, 
quiet/loud.) 
 
Drama: 
Winter dressing 
up box.  
Small world ice 
play.  

Sharing/ Turn 
Taking 

Cooking: 
Food 
tasting/likes 
and dislikes 
throughout.  
 
P.E: 
Throwing and 
Catching skills 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sensory circuits 
throughout. 
 
 

Firework 
pictures on the 
ipad.  
 
Click and drag 
activities to play 
and explore 
games linked to 
the seasons on 
the ipad.  

See personal 
ICPs and ILPs 
 
To engage with 
meeting basic 
needs with 
support and 
explore familiar 
environments 
with developing 
confidence. 

3 Topic: My Home Key Texts: The Three Little Pigs (lift the flap book by Nick Sharratt), All kinds of homes (a lift the flap book by Thando 
Maclaren).  Goldilocks and the three bears (lift the flap book by Nick Sharrat) How does my home work? (Chris 
Butterworth), 5 minutes peace (by Jill Murphy), The Big red bath (Julia Jarman),  

Reading:  
To engage with and 
explore sounds, 

Operations:  
To explore and engage 
in counting, early 
number skills, 1-1 

Understanding the 
world:  

Art/Design: 
Inspired by 
different 

What makes me 
special?  
 

Cooking: 
Food 
tasting/likes 

Technology 
Programming A 
Beebot to move 

See personal 
ICPs and ILPs 
 



familiar books and 
simple print symbols 
and images.  
 
Writing:  
To engage and 
explore early mark 
making and begin to 
communicate 
meaning and 
significance to them.  
 
Communication:  
To engage with 
familiar adults and 
explore the use of 
simple, functional 
communication 
approaches. 
 

correspondence and 
early maths concepts 
and the associated 
language, through play 
and personal 
experiences. 
 
Shape, space and 
measure:  
Explore and engage in 
early object 
permanence, 
description and 
comparison; position 
and movement; sorting 
and classification. Begin 
to understand early 
concepts and associated 
language. 
 
Functional Maths: 
Explore and engage in 
maths in everyday life 
through play and 
personal experiences. 

Everyday materials 
(and their uses) 
 
Local Area (Key 
landmarks) 
 
Who is in my family?  

landscapes (i.e. 
mountains, 
beach…) 
 
Music: 
Action songs 
and body 
percussion 
focus.  
 
Drama: 
Home corner – 
Kitchen, babies 
etc.  

My family and dislikes 
throughout.  
 
Food from 
different 
cultures 
 
P.E: 
Rocking and 
rolling 
 
 
Sensory circuits 
throughout. 
 

backwards and 
forwards.  
 
Recognise and 
sign the 
Southgate 
School symbol 

To engage with 
meeting basic 
needs with 
support and 
explore familiar 
environments 
with developing 
confidence. 

 

 

 My Communication My Problem Solving My World 
(Science/Geogr
aphy/History) 

My Imagination 
(Art) 

Myself & 
Others 
(PSHE) 

My Health 
(Cooking) 

Using 
Technology 

My 
Independence 

4 Topic: Amazing Animals  Key Texts: Dear Zoo – Rod Campbell, Handa’s Surprise, Brown Bear Brown Bear what do you see?, Tall (By Jez 
Alhberg), Oi Frog (collection), Animal counting 1,2,3 (Petra Horacek), The Noisy Jungle Book (Alex Scheffler)  

Reading:  
To engage with and 
explore sounds, familiar 
books and simple print 
symbols and images.  
 
 

Operations:  
To explore and engage in 
counting, early number 
skills, 1-1 correspondence 
and early maths concepts 
and the associated 
language, through play and 
personal experiences. 

Understanding 
the world:  
 
Living Things 
and their 
habitat 
 

Art/Design: 
Exploring 
Animal prints 
and patterns.  
 
Music: 
 

Feelings Cooking: 
Food 
tasting/likes 
and dislikes 
throughout.  
 

Pressing 
buttons to 
create animal 
sounds.  
 
 

See personal 
ICPs and ILPs 
 
To engage with 
meeting basic 
needs with 
support and 



Writing:  
To engage and explore 
early mark making and 
begin to communicate 
meaning and 
significance to them.  
 
Communication:  
To engage with familiar 
adults and explore the 
use of simple, functional 
communication 
approaches. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Shape, space and measure:  
Explore and engage in early 
object permanence, 
description and comparison; 
position and movement; 
sorting and classification. 
Begin to understand early 
concepts and associated 
language. 
 
Functional Maths: Explore 
and engage in maths in 
everyday life through play 
and personal experiences. 

Sorting animals 
in different 
ways (size, type, 
where they live) 
 
 
 
 
  

Musical 
concepts 
throughout 
(fast/slow, 
quiet/loud.) 
 
Animal songs 
(focus on 
joining in with 
animal noises.) 
 
 
Drama: 
Vets role play 
area 

Healthy snack 
ideas 
 
P.E: 
Animal 
movements 
 
Sensory circuits 
throughout. 
 

explore familiar 
environments 
with developing 
confidence. 

5 Topic: Splish, Splash, Splosh Key Texts:  Peppa Pig: The biggest muddy puddle in the world; Going on a Bear Hunt; The drop goes plop; 
Barry the Fish with Fingers (Sue Hendra), Shark in the Park (Nick Sharrat), The Little Raindrop (Joanna Gras), 
Row Row Row your boat noisy book, Under the sea non fiction flip flap book.  

Reading:  
To engage with and 
explore sounds, familiar 
books and simple print 
symbols and images.  
 
Writing:  
To engage and explore 
early mark making and 
begin to communicate 
meaning and 
significance to them.  
 

Operations:  
To explore and engage in 
counting, early number 
skills, 1-1 correspondence 
and early maths concepts 
and the associated 
language, through play and 
personal experiences. 
 
Shape, space and measure:  
Explore and engage in early 
object permanence, 
description and comparison; 
position and movement; 
sorting and classification. 

Understanding 
the World: 
 
Change of state 
(Ice, water, 
steam focus) 
 
Weather 
around the 
world (e.g. Wet 
climates) 

Art/Design: 
Water colours 
or other forms 
of water 
themed art 
 
 
Music: 
Listening to 
weather 
themed music.  
Using 
instruments to 

Circle Time/ 
Transitions 

Cooking:  
Food 
tasting/likes 
and dislikes 
throughout.  
 
Liquid food (i.e. 
jelly, soup) 
 
Food that 
includes a 
chemical 
change (i.e. 

Clicking, 
dragging and 
selecting to 
make simple 
weather 
pictures on the 
ipad. 

See personal 
ICPs and ILPs 
 
To engage with 
meeting basic 
needs with 
support and 
explore familiar 
environments 
with developing 
confidence. 



Communication:  
To engage with familiar 
adults and explore the 
use of simple, functional 
communication 
approaches. 
 

Begin to understand early 
concepts and associated 
language. 
 
Functional Maths: Explore 
and engage in maths in 
everyday life through play 
and personal experiences. 

recreate sounds 
(e.g. drip drip, 
SPLASH etc.) 
Musical 
concepts 
throughout 
(fast/slow, 
quiet/loud.) 
 
Drama: 
Boat role play 
area.  
Small world 
animals in 
water tray. 
 

melting cheese, 
smoothies) 
 
P.E: 
Aiming and 
throwing skills 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sensory circuits 
throughout. 
 

6 Topic: Splish, Splash, Splosh Key Texts: Peppa Pig: The biggest muddy puddle in the world; Going on a Bear Hunt; The drop goes plop; 
Barry the Fish with Fingers (Sue Hendra), Shark in the Park (Nick Sharrat), The Little Raindrop (Joanna Gras), 
Row Row Row your boat noisy book, Under the sea non fiction flip flap book. 

Reading:  
To engage with and 
explore sounds, familiar 
books and simple print 
symbols and images.  
 
Writing:  
To engage and explore 
early mark making and 
begin to communicate 
meaning and 
significance to them.  
 
Communication:  
To engage with familiar 
adults and explore the 
use of simple, functional 
communication 
approaches. 

Operations:  
To explore and engage in 
counting, early number 
skills, 1-1 correspondence 
and early maths concepts 
and the associated 
language, through play and 
personal experiences. 
 
Shape, space and measure:  
Explore and engage in early 
object permanence, 
description and comparison; 
position and movement; 
sorting and classification. 
Begin to understand early 
concepts and associated 
language. 
 
Functional Maths: Explore 
and engage in maths in 

Understanding 
the World: 
 
Change of state 
(Ice, water, 
steam focus) 
 
Weather 
around the 
world (e.g. Wet 
climates) 

Art/Design: 
Water colours/ 
water themed 
art 
 
Music: 
Listening to 
weather 
themed music.  
Using 
instruments to 
recreate sounds 
(e.g. drip drip, 
SPLASH etc.) 
Musical concepts 
throughout 
(fast/slow, 
quiet/loud.) 
 
Drama: 

Circle Time/ 
Transitions 

Liquid food (i.e. 
jelly, soup) 

Clicking, 
dragging and 
selecting to 
make simple 
weather 
pictures on the 
ipad. 

See personal 
ICPs and ILPs 
 
To engage with 
meeting basic 
needs with 
support and 
explore familiar 
environments 
with developing 
confidence. 



 everyday life through play 
and personal experiences. 

Boat role play 
area.  
Small world 
animals in 
water tray. 

 


