
   Reception to Y2 Semi -Formal Curriculum: Annual Plan (Cycle 1)   

 

 

 My Communication My Problem Solving My World 
(Science/Geography/

History) 

My Imagination 
(Art, Music, 

Performance) 

Myself & 
Others 
(PSHE) 

My Health 
(PE & Cooking) 

Using 
Technology 

My 
Independence 

 Transitions: Myself & Others focus for the first 2 weeks of Autumn Term. 
 

1 Topic: Is it shiny? Key Texts: 
*See, Touch, Feel – Roger Priddy 
*The Most Magificent Thing – Ashley Spires 
*Soft and Smooth, Rough and Bumpy: A Book About Touch - Dana Meachen Rau 
*Textures – Katie Wilson 
*Look, Listen, Taste, Touch and Smell: Learning about your Five Senses – Pamela H Nettleton 

Reading:  
To engage with and 
explore sounds, 
familiar books and 
simple print symbols 
and images.  
 
 
Writing:  
To engage and 
explore early mark 
making and begin to 
communicate 
meaning and 
significance to them.  
 
Communication:  
To engage with 
familiar adults and 
explore the use of 
simple, functional 
communication 

Operations:  
To explore and engage 
in counting, early 
number skills, 1-1 
correspondence and 
early maths concepts 
and the associated 
language, through play 
and personal 
experiences. 
 
Shape, space and 
measure:  
Explore and engage in 
early object 
permanence, 
description and 
comparison; position 
and movement; sorting 
and classification. Begin 
to understand early 
concepts and associated 
language. 
 

Understanding the 
world: 
 
Exploring everyday 
materials  
 
Geographical skills 
e.g. Following simple 
instructions when 
travelling outdoors, 
scavenger hunt 
 
 

Art:  
Sensory mark 
making – using 
different 
materials/textu
res 
 
Music:  
Body 
Percussion 
Nursery Rhymes 
taught 
throughout 
 
Performance: 
Name games 
 
 

My class and 
keeping safe 
e.g. ‘pants’ rule. 

Cooking: 
Tactile/sensory 
cooking – using 
hands, 
malleable food 
items.  
 
PE:  
Parachute 
Games/Sensory 
themed PE 
activities 

Appropriate use 
of IWB 

See personal 
ICPs and ILPs 
 
To engage with 
meeting basic 
needs with 
support and 
explore familiar 
environments 
with developing 
confidence.  



approaches. 
 
 

Functional Maths: 
Explore and engage in 
maths in everyday life 
through play and 
personal experiences. 

2 Topic: Woodland Wonders  
(I’ll huff and I’ll puff…)  

Key Texts: 
*The Gruffalo – Julia Donaldson 
*Who Lives Here? – Kathleen Rizzi 
*Who’s in the Forest? – Phillis Gerhsator and Jill McDonald 
*Night-Night Forest Friends – Annie Bach 
*The Busy Tree – Jennifer Ward and Lisa Falkenstern 

Reading:  
To engage with and 
explore sounds, 
familiar books and 
simple print symbols 
and images.  
 
 
Writing:  
To engage and 
explore early mark 
making and begin to 
communicate 
meaning and 
significance to them.  
 
Communication:  
To engage with 
familiar adults and 
explore the use of 
simple, functional 
communication 
approaches. 
 
 
 

Operations:  
To explore and engage 
in counting, early 
number skills, 1-1 
correspondence and 
early maths concepts 
and the associated 
language, through play 
and personal 
experiences. 
 
Shape, space and 
measure:  
Explore and engage in 
early object 
permanence, 
description and 
comparison; position 
and movement; sorting 
and classification. Begin 
to understand early 
concepts and associated 
language. 
 
Functional Maths: 
Explore and engage in 
maths in everyday life 
through play and 
personal experiences. 

Understanding the 
world: 
Where we live & Key 
Local Physical 
Features E.g. Forest, 
Grass, Hills etc 
 
 

Art:  
Using natural 
materials to 
paint/create art 
 
Music:  
Music inspired 
by the 
environment 
(creating 
natural 
instruments, 
calming music)  
Nursery Rhymes 
taught 
throughout 
 
Performance: 
Beginning to 
engage with  
favourite 
Woodland 
stories 
(Gruffalo, Bear 
Hunt, Little Pigs 
etc.)  
 

Sharing and 
Turn Taking 

Cooking:  
Picnic style food 
– sandwiches, 
tapas, fruit 
platters.  
 
PE:  
Soft Play 
(navigating 
nursery 
equipment/sen
sory regulation) 
 

Appropriate use 
of technological 
toys 

See personal 
ICPs and ILPs 
 
To engage with 
meeting basic 
needs with 
support and 
explore familiar 
environments 
with developing 
confidence. 

3 Topic: Who wears that hat?  Key Texts: 



*Hats of Faith – Medeia Cohan 
*Whose Hat is This? – Sharaon Katz Cooper 
*Clothesline Clues to Jobs to People Do – Kathryn Heling 
*Dress like a Girl – Patricia Toht 
*A Day with Yayah – Nicola J. Campbell 
*Rosie’s Hat – Julia Donaldson 
*The Queen’s Hat – Steve Antony 
*Hippo has a hat – Julia Donaldson & Nick Sharratt 
* I Want My Hat Back – Jon Klassen 
 

Reading:  
To engage with and 
explore sounds, 
familiar books and 
simple print symbols 
and images.  
 
 
Writing:  
To engage and 
explore early mark 
making and begin to 
communicate 
meaning and 
significance to them.  
 
Communication:  
To engage with 
familiar adults and 
explore the use of 
simple, functional 
communication 
approaches. 
 
 

Operations:  
To explore and engage 
in counting, early 
number skills, 1-1 
correspondence and 
early maths concepts 
and the associated 
language, through play 
and personal 
experiences. 
 
Shape, space and 
measure:  
Explore and engage in 
early object 
permanence, 
description and 
comparison; position 
and movement; sorting 
and classification. Begin 
to understand early 
concepts and associated 
language. 
 
Functional Maths: 
Explore and engage in 
maths in everyday life 
through play and 
personal experiences. 

Understanding the 
world: 
 
Where might people 
work with that hat? 
 
 
Young & Old (My 
Mum/Grandma/Great 
Grandma 

Art:  
Colour 
exploration 
(naming and 
mixing) 
 
Music: 
Assuming roles 
in musical 
performance 
(who uses a 
drumstick? 
conductor’s 
baton)  
Nursery Rhymes 
taught 
throughout 
 
Performance: 
Role Play – 
wearing a 
costume or hat 
and pretending 
to be the 
person that 
wears those 
clothes 
 

Feelings Cooking: 
Healthy 
lunchbox ideas 
 
PE:  
Focused use of 
resources in 
each session 
(balls, hula 
hoops, scooter 
boards etc.)  
 
 
 

Range of 
technology uses 
in the 
community 

See personal 
ICPs and ILPs 
 
To engage with 
meeting basic 
needs with 
support and 
explore familiar 
environments 
with developing 
confidence. 



4 Topic: We’re all different. Key Texts: 
*Elmer – David McKee 
*The Sandwich Swap – Kelly DiPuccho and Her Majesty Queen Rania Al Abdullah 
*There’s Only One You – Kathryn Heling and Deborah Hembrook 
*You Matter – Christian Robinson 
*I am Perfectly Designed – Karamo Brown 

Reading:  
To engage with and 
explore sounds, 
familiar books and 
simple print symbols 
and images.  
 
 
Writing:  
To engage and 
explore early mark 
making and begin to 
communicate 
meaning and 
significance to them.  
 
Communication:  
To engage with 
familiar adults and 
explore the use of 
simple, functional 
communication 
approaches. 
 
 
 

Operations:  
To explore and engage 
in counting, early 
number skills, 1-1 
correspondence and 
early maths concepts 
and the associated 
language, through play 
and personal 
experiences. 
 
Shape, space and 
measure:  
Explore and engage in 
early object 
permanence, 
description and 
comparison; position 
and movement; sorting 
and classification. Begin 
to understand early 
concepts and associated 
language. 
 
Functional Maths: 
Explore and engage in 
maths in everyday life 
through play and 
personal experiences. 

Understanding the 
World: 
 
Plants and Seasonal 
Changes 
 
Local area vs. 
Different place in the 
world e.g. physical 
features (sand in the 
desert, Ice in the 
Arctic.) 
 
 

Art:  
Using a range of 
art materials – 
paints, sponges, 
pastels etc.  
 
Music:  
Music from 
different 
cultures  
Nursery Rhymes 
taught 
throughout 
 
Performance:  
Basic Puppet 
engagement  

What makes me 
special?  
 
Body Safety 

Cooking:  
Food from 
different 
cultures 
 
PE:  
Expressing self 
through 
movement – no 
equipment PE, 
adding music to 
provide 
opportunities 
for self-
expression 

Use IT as a 
purpose 

See personal 
ICPs and ILPs 
 
To engage with 
meeting basic 
needs with 
support and 
explore familiar 
environments 
with developing 
confidence. 

5 Topic: Down on the farm. Key Texts: 
*What the Ladybird Heard – Julia Donaldson and Lydia Monks 
*Cows in the Kitchen – Airlie Anderson 
*Little Blue Truck – Alice Schertle and Jill McElmurry 
*Do Cows Meow? – Salina Yoon 
*Barnyard Dance – Sandra Boynton 



Reading:  
To engage with and 
explore sounds, 
familiar books and 
simple print symbols 
and images.  
 
 
Writing:  
To engage and 
explore early mark 
making and begin to 
communicate 
meaning and 
significance to them.  
 
Communication:  
To engage with 
familiar adults and 
explore the use of 
simple, functional 
communication 
approaches. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operations:  
To explore and engage 
in counting, early 
number skills, 1-1 
correspondence and 
early maths concepts 
and the associated 
language, through play 
and personal 
experiences. 
 
Shape, space and 
measure: 
Explore and engage in 
early object 
permanence, 
description and 
comparison; position 
and movement; sorting 
and classification. Begin 
to understand early 
concepts and associated 
language. 
 
Functional Maths: 
Explore and engage in 
maths in everyday life 
through play and 
personal experiences. 

Understanding the 
World: 
 
Animals – 
Categorising  
 
Locational knowledge 
e.g. where I live 
 
 

Art: 
Using a range of 
canvas types 
(paper, tinfoil, 
cling film etc.)  
 
Music: Farm 
animal themed 
songs 
Nursery Rhymes 
taught 
throughout 
 
Performance: 
Small World 
Play – 
Imaginative 
Play with farm 
themed 
resources 

Circle Time/ 
Transitions 

Cooking:  
Use of local 
produce/ 
seasonal food 
items 
 
PE:  
Outdoor games 
– relay activities 
(preparation for 
Sport Day) 

Technology 
uses to support 
communication  

See personal 
ICPs and ILPs 
 
To engage with 
meeting basic 
needs with 
support and 
explore familiar 
environments 
with developing 
confidence. 

 Transitions: Myself & Others focus for the last 3 weeks of Summer Term. 
 

 

 


